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Message

From: Harris, Kimberly [harris.kimberly@epa.gov]

Sent: 8/16/2016 3:26:22 PM

To: Bair, Rita [bair.rita@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: FYI: 4th case of Legionnaires’ in Genesee County confirmed

Thanks, that’s good to know.

From: Bair, Rita

Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2016 10:25 AM

To: Harris, Kimberly <harris.kimberly@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: FYI: 4th case of Legionnaires’ in Genesee County confirmed

Thanks Kim. Susan from the Genesee County Health Dept. was at the Data Summit for Flint yesterday and she spoke to
this. She said none of the 4 live in Flint, except for the latest case she was hospitalized in Flint twice in the last few
months,

From: Harris, Kimberly

Sent: Tuesday, August 16, 2016 10:19 AM

To: Hyde, Tinka <hyde inkaf@epa.gov>; Henry, Timothy <henry.timothyv@epa.gov>; Poy, Thomas
<poy.thomas@spa.goy>; Bair, Rita <bmairrita@epa.gov>; Shoven, Heather <shover heather@epagov>; Suero, Maryann
<sugrg.msrvann@epa.gov>; Porter, Andrea <gorter.andrea®ens.gov>; Deltoral, Miguel <deltoral misusi@epa.gov>
Subject: FYl: 4th case of Legionnaires’ in Genesee County confirmed

FYT only.

4th case of Legionnaires’ in Genesee County confirmed
httoAwww detrotinews conmystory/news/nolitics 20 10/08/ L 3 e onnaires-S 8888 - Feneses-
county/RRR0Ta20/

Lansing — State and local health officials confirmed a fourth case of Legionnaires’ disease in Genesee County,
where medical professionals are watching closely for the pneumonia-causing bacteria after a deadly outbreak
the past two summers.

Officials at the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services and the Genesee County Health
Department said a fourth case this year of Legionnaires’ was confirmed Monday.

“Four by mid-August is much lower than what we’ve dealt with the last two years,” said Dr. Eden Wells, the
state’s chief medical executive. “For every one we see, we’re always investigating it.”

There was an outbreak of Legionnaires’ in Genesee County starting in 2014 that sickened 79 people and killed
12. Forty-five cases resulting in five deaths were reported for the June 2014 through March 2015 period and 46
cases resulting in seven deaths for the May-October 2015 period.

The Flint-area Legionniares’ outbreak coincided with the city of Flint’s use of Flint River water from April
2014 until October 2015.
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Health officials have never been able to conclusively say the river water was the source of the outbreak, but
they also haven’t ruled out the possibility. Flint switched back to Detroit’s water system in October 2015 after
high levels of lead were discovered in the city’s drinking water.

In 2013, before Flint started using the Flint River for water, Genesee County had eight cases of Legionnaires’

The new case confirmed Monday involved a woman with chronic disease problems who had been recently
hospitalized, said Mark Valacak, health director for the Genesee County Health Department.

Of the four confirmed cases in Genesee County this year, there have been no fatalities, Valacak said.
On July 6, Genesee County and state health officials confirmed the first case of Legionnaires’ disesse this vear

in the county. In late May, health officials were seeing an increase acroess the state in the number of cases of the
respiratory disease, but no cases in Flint or Genesee County.

Legionella, the bacteria that causes Legionnaires’ disease, thrives in warm or stagnant water in large plumbing
systems, hot tubs, air-conditioning units in large buildings and fountains.
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